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Art. XXIV_ The Essentials of Anatomy, designed as a Text-book 

for Students , and as a book of easy reference for the Practitioner. By 
William Darling, M.D., F.R.C.S., Prof, of Anatomy in New York 
University, and A. L. B ANN icy, M.D., Adjunct Prof, of Anatomy in 
New York University. 8vo. pp. xvi., 029. New York: G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons, 1880. 

Tiif, title of this book exactly represents its purpose. It is not a treatise 
on anatomy, nor is it it descriptive, topographical, or surgical anatomy. 
Accordingly it has no accurate and full descriptive text, and no illustra¬ 
tions (though it has a few diagrams) ; but it is a grouping of the prominent 
and essential facts of anatomy briefly and clearly stated. To use it alone, 
without either such a book as Quain or Gray or Ilenle, and a manual of 
dissections like Heath’s, would be a grave error, but with them it will 
prove an exceedingly valuable book. Its chief merits, in fact its distin¬ 
guishing features, are its mechanical arrangement, and particularly its 
numerous and systematic tabulations which recur on almost every other 
page. The value of these in assisting us to recall our anatomy, every 
one will readily recognize. Especially is this true of those relating to the 
arteries and nerves. 

For the very reason that the book is good, we point out a few minor 
errors that should be corrected in any subsequent edition. Thus on page 
7, the bones of the leg tire stated as the patella, tibia, and fibula, but are 
added up as only two; and on the same page it is stilted that the sesamoid 
bones are excluded from the enumeration, yet the patella has just been 
included. 

In the table opposite page 70, the foramen lacerum orbitale should be 
“ anterivs ” to correspond both with custom and the foramina “ medium” 
and 11 postering” of the same table. On page 92 the minor centres of os¬ 
sification are called “complimentary” instead of confplementary. The Y 
ligament of the hip should be designated its the inverted Y ligament on 
pages 187-9. More serious errors are the non-recognition of the proper 
muscular actions of the supinator longus as a flexor, its chief function, and 
of the interossei in flexing the first and extending the last two phalanges. 
Again the whole length of the urethra is stated at inches of which 1|- 
are prostatic and 6 spongy. The length of the membranous portion is 
not given, but must be erroneously inferred as 1 j inches. On page 29(1 
the height is stated as equal to the distance between the tips of the middle 
lingers when the arms are extended horizontally. From say three to five 
years of age this is true, but at birth the male height exceeds the finger 
tip measure in the proportion of 1000 to 987, while in the male adult it 
falls considerably below it in the proportion of 1000 to 1040. At both 
ages the measurements are much more nearly identical in the female 
(1000 : 993 and 1000 :1016). ' W. W. Iv. 


Art. XXY The Influence of School Life upon the Eyesight, with Special 

Reference to the Public Schools of Dayton. By W. J. Conklin, M.D., 
Prof, of Diseases of Children in Starling Medical College, Dayton, Ohio, 
1880. Pamphlet, pp. 32. Dayton, 1880. 

This little pamphlet of 32 pages is a very praiseworthy effort towards 
practically applying the facts and suggestions which we owe to Cohn, 
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Liebreicli, and their followers, and which were presented to the readers 
of this Journal in an article on the Hygiene of Sight, in July of last year 
(p. 220). Prof. Conklin’s essay was adopted by the special committee 
appointed to consider the subject, and was submitted to the Hoard of Edu¬ 
cation March 12, 1880, and printed by order of the Board. Being 
intended especially for the non-medical public. Dr. Conklin judiciously 
prefaces his observations with a short description of the usual forms of 
divergence from normal vision met with in scholars, and then furnishes in 
tabular form the results of his investigations into the condition of the 
pupils in the Dayton schools. The tables show that out of 33.’! pupils in 
the District (or Primary) Schools, 48, or 15.35 per cent., were myopic; 
out of 153 in the Intermediate Schools, 27, or 17.G5 per cent. ; and out of 
279 in the High School, 18.32 per cent, were affected with myopia. Dr. 
Conklin appears to have made an error in his calculation of the percentage 
of myopes in the District Schools, which should be given at 14.11, instead 
of 15.35, a number so unusually large that he attempts on page 10 to ex¬ 
plain away some of its exaggerated magnitude. Very truly and very much 
to the point does he remark on the next page, “ Statistics are often like a 
two-edged sword, the unskilful wielding of which may injure friends as well 
as foes, but there does not seem to be any escape from the conclusion : First, 
that the percentage of short-sightedness increases as a rule proportionately 
with the advancement in the school grades. Second, that Dayton schools 
offer no exception to the rule.” 

The author then proceeds to review in detail the heating, ventilating, and 
mode of illuminating of the various school-houses, pointing out in accord¬ 
ance with sound and correct principles the errors and deficiencies with 
which the educational edilices of Dayton, like too many at home and else¬ 
where abroad, are afflicted. In regard to school furniture, Prof. Conklin 
arrives at almost the identical conclusions reached by Liebreicli, in his 
lectures already referred to. Some excellent rules respecting the use of 
the et'es, ordered to be printed in large type and placed in every school 
room, are appended to the report. J. G. R, 


Art. XXVI_ Narrowing , Occlusion, and Dilatation of Lymph Chan¬ 

nels; acquired forms. By Samuel C. Busey, M.D. Reprinted from 
X. O. Med. and Surg. Jour., 187G—1878. 8vo. pp. 195. 

Tins work and one previously reviewed (see this Journal for October, 
1878, p. 527) are complementary to each other, the one dealing with 
congenital, the other with acquired forms of the same diseases. Like the 
former volume, this consists largely of cases (G7 in number), which are 
given in a resume or in full according to their importance, and discussed 
with all the fairness and also the faults to which we previously called at¬ 
tention. But for any one who wishes to study the subject, we do not 
know any compendium of facts and cases at all to be compared with these 
two volumes, and they represent an amount of labour and research that few 
can understand who have not done similar work. The account of the 
anatomy of the lymphatic system is very good, yet we must confess to 
some surprise at seeing Gray quoted in the bibliography, while Sappey 
and Cruveilhier are omitted. The fact of its being a republication from 



